
 
 

Peanut Corporation of America working with government  
to investigate product safety concern in Minnesota 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
 
Lynchburg, VIRGINIA -- January 10th, 2009 -- Peanut Corporation of America (PCA) 
today expressed its deep concern about the apparent finding of salmonella in a container 
of one of its products distributed in Minnesota, and its commitment to continue working 
with U.S. government and independent laboratories on a thorough investigation. 
 
PCA is the manufacturer of the peanut butter distributed by King Nut to institutions in 
Minnesota. The salmonella was found in an open container of King Nut peanut butter at a 
nursing facility, which leaves open the possibility of cross contamination from another 
source. PCA is working with the U.S Food and Drug Administration, the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, and other agencies to determine whether the current 
illness outbreak could be at all related to products made in the PCA facility. None of this 
product is sold at retail or available to the general public. 
 
PCA’s facility and products are frequently and rigorously tested for salmonella and other 
microbiological contamination, including hourly sampling during processing and 
subsequent analysis by an outside, independent laboratory. No salmonella has ever been 
found in any of PCA’s product. 
 
PCA is cooperating fully with U.S government agencies and independent laboratories in 
this investigation. To date, the only conclusive testing linking salmonella to PCA’s 
product was done on an open container of the peanut butter in a large, institutional 
kitchen. The history of the handling of that open container is unknown at this time.  
 
Neither the Food and Drug Administration nor the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention is prepared at this time to state definitively that PCA’s product is the source of 
the salmonella incident. This investigation is still in its very earliest stage.  
 
PCA will continue to provide updates on its website as this investigation continues.  
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